
Welcome to Justin Robinson’s initial guide to your South Carolina Upstate
Landscape. I am excited to share some experience gained from my years in the
industry. Hopefully, this will help you get started toward a successful landscape
and outdoor living experience at your home. This is not a comprehensive guide
but can be used as a starting point and to help simplify the process for you.

I know this process and document can be a little overwhelming. Please take
your time, look at the information a little at a time, and get help when needed.
There are many steps and pieces to these types of projects and getting
professional help is highly recommended.

Justin Robinson

Justin@JustinRobinsonDesigns.com

www.JustinRobinsonDesigns.com

If you have any questions, comments, or need help
getting started, I would love to assist you along the
way.

Initial Guide to Your 
South Carolina Upstate Landscape

mailto:Justin@JustinRobinsonDesigns.com
http://www.justinrobinsondesigns.com/
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Things to think about…

Again, this list is not meant to overwhelm, but to get you started thinking about the end
results of your project. It can be helpful to have a professional to help you along the way and
take care of the big picture while you are able to enjoy the end results. Please reach out if you
need any help, consulting, design work, or have questions about the process.
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One of the most important things to do before you begin a major project, such as this, is
to produce a budget and determine what your needs are for your landscape project.
There are certain costs that are required for each home and getting a better
understanding of these is a good first step. The budget samples on page 8 of this
document should help but be careful not to get scared of the numbers. Remember these
are just a sample and your project will most likely be very different.

I am available to help you navigate these budgetary items and get you moving the right
direction. This is recommended early in the construction process, or even during the
design phase. The hardest thing to do is wait until the very end of the project and realize
that your budget is not going to be enough to get you your desired results.



No two projects are ever the same and there are many different scopes and sizes to landscape
construction projects. For this reason, a detailed plan of action is recommended for all projects which
will detail out the process and keep everyone on the same page.

This process can also look different depending upon how many contractors will be involved. Looking for
the right contractors will most likely be the key to your success, meeting deadlines, and getting your
project completed in the most efficient way.

Although I do not complete any of the installation, I can assist you with the process and working with
contractors to help you get the best results.





SAMPLE BUDGET PAGE 1



SAMPLE BUDGET PAGE 2 – SAMPLE CONTRACT



SAMPLE BUDGET PAGE 3
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SAMPLE PLANT LIST - 1



SAMPLE PLANT LIST - 2

LIGUSTRUM

Partial – Full Sun 12’T x8’W

Great Border or screen and has a nice 

white bloom in spring.

DOUBLE KNOCK-OUT ROSE

Full Sun 4’T x 4’-5’W

Not the old school roses you think of, 

they bloom spring through fall and 

come in multiple colors.

D. MONDO GRASS

Clumping Ground Cover

Filtered to Full Sun           

Slow Growth

EASTERN REDBUD

Dramatic Foliage Color, Fall Color

Full Sun 30’Tx 

30’W

Moderate Growth

OAK HOLLY

Ornamental Berries, Easy Care

Partial to Full Sun                  14’T x 8’W

Fast Growth

LACE LEAF JAP. MAPLE

Dramatic Foliage Color, Compact

Full Sun 6’-10’T x 6’-10’W

Moderate Growth

KOUSA DOGWOOD            

Fall Color

Full Sun 20’T x 15’W

Moderate Growth

ENDLESS S. HYDRANGEA               

Partial Sun 6’T x 8’W

Multiple sizes and colors, blooms from 

early spring through fall.

DWARF HINOKI CYPRESS

Dramatic Foliage Color

Filtered to Full Sun                       5’T x 4’W

Slow Growth

https://www.monrovia.com/curlyleaf-privet.html
https://www.monrovia.com/double-knock-out-shrub-rose.html
https://www.monrovia.com/dwarf-mondo-grass.html
https://www.monrovia.com/eastern-redbud.html
https://www.monrovia.com/oak-leaf-red-holly.html
https://www.monrovia.com/crimson-queen-japanese-maple.html
https://www.monrovia.com/chinese-dogwood.html
https://www.monrovia.com/blue-enchantress-hydrangea.html
https://www.monrovia.com/blue-enchantress-hydrangea.html
https://www.monrovia.com/kosters-false-cypress.html


GOLD MOUND SPIREA

Full Sun 2’T x 3’W

Low maintenance plant that grows 

in a ball shape and will give year-

round green color.

SATSUKI AZALEA

Filtered Sun - Shade            2’T x 3’W

Small and compact azalea that 

blooms in early spring – summer.

KALEIDOSCOPE ABELIA

Partial – Full Sun 2’T x 3’W

Awesome year-round color, blooms 

summer through early fall

DWARF GARDENIA 

Partial Sun - Shade 2’T x 3’W

Great fragrance and beautiful white 

blooms in late spring into summer.

WINTER GEM BOXWOOD

Partial – Full Sun 4’T x 5’W

Great Border or Hedge, and even 

containers

GOLDEN GLOBE ARBOR.

Partial – Full Sun 4’T x 4’W

Bright color evergreen, various

varieties in variety of sizes

ENCORE AZALEAS

Partial – Full Sun 4-6’T x5’W

Bloom in the spring and fall. They 

can come in many sizes and colors.

SASANQUA CAMELIA

Partial Sun – Shade             3’T x6’W

Dark Green with beautiful pink 

blooms in the fall through winter. 

Many varieties and colors.

LIGUSTRUM

Partial – Full Sun 12’T x8’W

Great Border or screen and has a 

nice white bloom in spring.

LOROPETALUM

Partial – Full Sun 4-6’T x5’W

Dark Purple color with bright pink 

blooms. Comes in many sizes and 

varieties.

OAKLEAF HYDRANGEA

Partial Sun 5’T x 6’W

Large, dense, white flower clusters 

are held upright above the dark 

green oak leaf-shaped foliage.

CAMELLIA JAPONICA

Partial Sun– Shade 8’T x 10’W

Dark green foliage year-round and 

awesome blooms in Summer.

SAMPLE PLANT LIST - 3

https://www.monrovia.com/goldflame-spirea.html
https://www.monrovia.com/girards-rose-evergreen-azalea.html
https://www.monrovia.com/kaleidoscope-abelia.html
https://www.monrovia.com/kleims-hardy-gardenia.html
https://www.monrovia.com/winter-gem-boxwood.html
https://www.monrovia.com/golden-globe-arborvitae.html
https://www.monrovia.com/sizzling-pink-fringe-flower.html
https://www.monrovia.com/chansonette-camellia.html
https://www.monrovia.com/curlyleaf-privet.html
https://www.monrovia.com/sizzling-pink-fringe-flower.html
https://www.monrovia.com/snow-queen-oakleaf-hydrangea.html
https://www.monrovia.com/kanjiro-camellia.html


Monrovia is a favorite for many plant suppliers 
around the country. If you have questions about 
types of plants and want to look for ideas, this is 
a great website. Remember that the Upstate of 
South Carolina falls in Zone 7/8. We are right on 
the border, so you want to try and stick with 
plants that fall in both Zone 7 and Zone 8 for 
best results.

Click the link given and use the search and filters 
to find the plants you are looking for.

Please share your favorites with me, I am always 
looking for new plants and ideas!

When it comes to choosing plant materials, everyone has varying preferences and ideas. I
recommend doing a little research and us discussing your likes and dislikes as we try to
finalize a plan. Below are some great resources to help you get started. I always love to
see what clients find and working together to get everything in just the right place.

Extremely knowledgeable staff and great 
selection, check these guys out!

Great Resource for local 
gardening and agriculture of 

all types!

Justin’s Favorites and 
known winners!

https://www.monrovia.com/
https://www.monrovia.com/
https://www.monrovia.com/
https://www.monrovia.com/
https://www.headleenursery.com/
https://hgic.clemson.edu/
https://hgic.clemson.edu/
https://www.monrovia.com/
https://hgic.clemson.edu/
https://www.monrovia.com/
https://justinrobinsondesigns.com/justin-s-favorites/


Thank you for taking the time to look over this packet designed to help 
you get started and have a successful landscape design and construction 
project. I would love to hear your feedback and remember that I am 
here to help if needed.

Please feel free to reach out to me if you have questions about getting 
started. I am also able available to assist with your plans for submission 
to your HOA/ARC or if you need help with project management and 
contractors, consulting, or any other landscape project needs.

I look forward to meeting you soon!

Justin Robinson
Justin@JustinRobinsonDesigns.com

www.JustinRobinsonDesigns.com

mailto:Justin@JustinRobinsonDesigns.com
http://www.justinrobinsondesigns.com/

